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ffHmsR w${Egd aHten
Snx exe{snp{ions

d  s ta te . seua . to r  has  p ro -
' _B  l rosed  t rnke r ing  w i th

- , : { -  H-  one of  Louis iana 's
:,.i.cr'€d cows - the homestead
e.\-ernption.

State Sen. Robert Barham, R-
r-iak Ridge, i,vants to change the
eremption for both homeown-
i'rs and businesses.

Cun'entiy. the first $75,000 of
r  Jromeowner 's  pr imarv res i -
r, ience is free from taxation.
'tiso, industrial inrrestrnent is
1'r"r:g fpe11 all property taxes for
i,:l ygart.

Barham has proposed mak-
ing the first $10,000 of a home's
value applicable to all local
schooi property taxes. The next
575,000 of the home's value
nrould be tax exempt. Seniors
wouid keep their full exemp-
iion.

Barham's pitch would also do
away with 10-year exemptions
on indushy for school property
taxes.

"I am not proposing doing
away with the homestead
exempti.on," he said. "I am prG
posing that we take a look at
xetting ride of all exemptions as
;iiey pertain only to education."

Gov. Kathleen Blanco, and
lier predecessor, Mike Foster
agree that education is the key
tr.l lifting Louisiana out of its
bcttom-of-the-barrel rankings in
so many quaiity of life cate-
gories.

"If we believe education is
the key to taking Louisiana
where we want to be, then let's
everyone put our money where
our mouthls,'? Barham said.

Barham said a by-product of
his plan would be getting more
people involved in local educa-

tion decisions, a theory that is
endorsed by iim Brandt, presi-
cient of the Louisiana Public
Affairs Research Council."The broader the tax base,
the fewer the exemptions, the
more people you have support-
ing it, and the rates could be
icr,vered. At the same tine, you
woulC build more support.for
putrlic edr-lcation," said Brandt. ,:"If you are paying, you pay
more attention."

Barham's originally m4de
his proposai in a Senate bill.
However, he had decided to ask:
for a resolution to study his idea
of removing all exemptions on
schooi taxes ,i . 

',
Two opposing forces, the

Louisiana Association of
Business and hrdustry and the
AFL-CIO, have said they are
willingdiscussBarham'splali. .

LABI's JohnleBlanc *U1iis- ,,
organization has always. bee1,"
willing to discuss gving up tlre, ,
indusfial exemption on school
millages if all exemptions were '"onthetable. "  " ' : ' : ' ;  . . . i :

Said AFLCIO vice presidentrri,
l,ouis Reine: "I am committedto :
sitling down with Sen. Barham
and the business community,jn
any discussion of what would,be
best for child-ren."

Barham's plan would have to
be converted into a constitu-
tional amendment that would
require approval of twethirds- :
of both the Louisiana ftriiuse,
and Senate and a majoi.ity,:ci.f., ,'
Lnuisiana voters b€fore it couldi,.:
becomeareality. :i: . 
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Nevertheless, the tax eiremp,. :
tion changes for education,has 

'

merit and deserves further.
studyanddebate. ' 
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