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Big questions face Louisiana

No one has all the answers about how Louisiana's relief and recovery efforts
should proceed in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. However, the first step in
seeking those answers is to ask the proper questions.

Everyone will have his own list of public-policy questions as Louisiana and the
Gulf Coast region attempt to recover, and the list of questions is likely to grow.

But we believe the Public Affairs Research Council of Louisiana has made a
good start on advancing this important discussion with its recent list of
questions for area officials and their constituents to consider.

PAR is a nonprofit, nonpartisan research agency that studies state issues. Its
insights have proved useful over the years in throwing light on important issues
before voters, the governor and Legislature. Post-Katrina, the think tank
naturally is shifting its focus to concentrate on the profound economic,
education, health-care and infrastructure implications of the storm damage.

"Our research will provide meaningful policy guidance as the state rebuilds its
fiscal stability and economic viability," PAR President Jim Brandt pledged.

"Louisiana's infrastructure needs have never been greater," said Brandt. "The
state was facing a $10 billion backlog in (road) construction projects prior to
Katrina's destruction. That amount will multiply as damage estimates are
developed. Additionally, the temporary loss of one-third of the state's general
fund revenues, which are generated by the New Orleans area, will create an
immediate cash-flow problem."

In a double-whammy, as revenue declines, needs for state services surely will
increase, Brandt predicted. "The state's already-challenged health and education
systems are struggling to cope with massive displacements and service
demands," he said. "And, as billions of dollars in rebuilding and recovery
contracts are awarded, oversight and transparency requirements will be critical
to prevent fraud and corruption."

Here are some questions that PAR plans to explore in coming weeks:

e Should the state re-examine provisions that guide its use of the Rainy-Day
Fund, the piggy bank that's meant to ease state government revenue crunches?

e Will the state need to tap its $3 billion in trust-fund reserves to make debt
payments and continue to provide services?

e Should the state sell the remaining portion of its Tobacco Settlement
Agreement? Is there a market for it?

e Will the state's existing revolving-loan program for local projects be
sufficient to meet local needs? What are the alternatives for providing local
governments the assistance they will need?



e Should the constitutional balanced-budget requirement and expenditure limit
be relaxed? How about the prohibition against borrowing for current spending?

e If budget cuts are required, should the governor's authority to shift agency
funding and apply across-the-board cuts be expanded?

e How should budget-cutting priorities be established?

e Which economic development incentives are available to jump-start the
state's southeast economy?

e Are personal income tax breaks required to help citizens rebound and
encourage them to stay?

e Should special provisions allowing the state to collect local sales taxes and to
develop local tax-sharing agreements be developed?

e What state policies can be developed to help local communities deal with the
strain of shifting populations?

e How can the state ensure that expropriation rights are not abused as a storm-
damaged area is redeveloped? Where is the line between development for the
public and private good?

e [s there a need to adjust the property-tax laws for the affected areas?

e Will school enrollment shifts require adjustments to the state's education
funding formulas?

e Should state and federal school accountability program rules be adjusted to
allow for the disruption of performance the migrations likely will cause?

e Should the legal requirements for certified teachers be adjusted? How well
are districts meeting the requirements in the midst of massive student and
teacher migrations?

e What policies will ensure the Louisiana Community and Technical College
System is able to quickly adapt its work-force training programs to meet new
needs?

e How will public-hospital services be provided?

e What will be the impact on plans to replace the charity hospitals in Baton
Rouge and New Orleans?

e Are there ways to satisfy growing health-care demands with more efficient
service provision?

e What is the impact on the state's Medicaid program? How will the additional
demand be funded?

e What will be the impact on the state's highway funding priority list?

e Should the state take a role in repair of local roads?



e What mechanisms will assure the proper monitoring of emergency contracts
to ensure fairness and transparency as aid dollars are spent?

These are important questions that Louisiana voters and public officials will
need to consider in the months ahead. Many other questions are sure to follow.
Clearly, we have our work cut out for us.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


